The Learning Castle 


La Cañada Preparatory

2010 Summer Reading List
Grade 8
Summer is a great time of year to just lie around a pool and read a great book.  In order to help build our community of readers, we are requiring each student to select one book from the list below.  While you are reading the book, use 3” x 5” index cards (no more than three) to take handwritten notes.  Write down notes that you think are important.  You will be referring to these note cards during the test that will be given during the first week of school.  The grade on this test will count towards your first-term language arts grade.  While only one book is required, it is our hope that this list will be used as a guide to additional reading.
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Required Reading List
(Select one book from the list.)
A Mango-Shaped Space




Wendy Mass

An Acquaintance with Darkness



Ann Rinaldi
The Book Thief





Markus Zusak

Brisingr (series)





Christopher Paolini

Chains







Laurie Halse Anderson

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer




James L. Swanson

The Chosen






Chaim Potok 

Ender’s Exile (series)





Orson Scott Card 

Found







June Oldham

Freak the Mighty 





Rodman Philbrick

The Golden Compass





Philip Pullman

Habibi







Naomi Shihab Nye

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (series)

J.K. Rowling

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy


Gary D. Schmidt

Montmorency: Thief, Liar, Gentleman (series)

Eleanor Updale

Murder on the Orient Express




Agatha Christie

Past Perfect, Present Tense: 


New and Collected Stories



Richard Peck

Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind



Suzanne Fisher Staples

Soldier’s Heart: Being the Story of the Enlistment

Gary Paulsen


and Due Service of the Boy Charley


Goddard in the First Minnesota Volunteers
Summer of My German Soldier



Bette Green
Things Not Seen





Andrew Clements

The more that you read,

The more things you will know.

The more that you learn,

The more places you’ll go.







- Dr. Seuss  

We hope you have a great summer and wish you many fun-filled hours of reading.  If you have any questions regarding this assignment, please contact the office at (818) 952-8099.
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